
 
 
Sunday evening marked the one-hundred fifth Salzburg Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia led 
seminar and simultaneously the five-hundred sixty-first seminar hosted by the Schloss.  A typical 
celebratory article would never list such numbers as proof of longevity, success, or any point of pride; 
these numbers are indeed utterly ordinary.  To name the actual seminars as such, though, is 
incorrect; routine perhaps, but week in and out each seminar is elite, and in following suit, Course 
Director Chris A. Liacouras, MD and Co-Course Director Almuthe Christine Hauer, MD, PhD and the 
rest of the faculty arrived on Sunday to lead a deliver a lecture series that was anything but ordinary. 
 
This seminar featured relatively few faculty compared to previous, allowing fellows to develop 
deeper relationships with each faculty member; bettering this was the fact that all faculty stayed all 
week, something the fellows gratefully appreciated.  Indeed, the relationships between the fellows 
was a noticeable high-note of the week, with lively conversation like that among old friends to be 
heard by Tuesday afternoon.  Particularly, discussion circled around the interesting and insightful 
lecture from Kathleen Loomes, MD titled “Autoimmune Liver Disease & PSC” on Tuesday, but debate 
and discussion on all lectures was to be heard throughout the week.  Quite so, Dr. Liacouras’ talk 
“Allergic GI Diseases”, along with Dr. Hauer’s presentation, “Celiac Disease”, which found their way 
into lunch time conversation, were also consensus highlights.  With almost a week of intense learning 
and some classic April snow behind them, the cohort was led in one last lecture by Andrew 
Grossman, MD, whereby concluded the week with a succinct and relevant talk on “Polyps.” 
 
The week was certainly dedicated to learning, but interspersed with time to relax and clear one’s 
mind as well.  Although the typical free Wednesday afternoon was snowy, all were still able to enjoy 
touring and shopping in Salzburg, and too, the private, in-house, classical concert with enough 
Mozart for all on Thursday evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Finding themselves at the end of 
the week and their time, though, fellows and faculty settled down Friday evening for formal 
graduation dinner, simultaneously examining the past week’s success while looking to their future 
roles as teachers and contacts in a perpetually expanding network of friends and colleagues.  It was a 
pleasant, festive, and jolly atmosphere long into the night.  The participants departed the following 
morning under a cerulean Salzburg sky, naturally one of thousands and still thousands more to come, 
yet nevertheless undiminished in beauty. 
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Group Faculty, Lecturers, and Organizers Photo, (L-R):  Andrew Grossman, MD; Petar Mamula, MD; 
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SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 
 

Sarah S. Matuja, MD, Department of Internal Medicine, Gastroenterology unit. 
Catholic University of Health and Allied Sciences-Bugando Medical Center, Mwanza, Tanzania 

 
It was a great honor to have been selected by the AAF/OMI to attend the gastroenterology seminar 
in such a beautiful City. It was extra exciting for me, because I have been working with the 
gastroenterology unit for the past year getting exposed to different pediatrics and adult diseases. 
This was the perfect moment yet again to gain more knowledge and current updates on different 
interventional methods in different Gastro-intestinal (G.I diseases). There were 5 faculty members 
who hosted us throughout the seminar and 33 fellows. I must say, they were the most brilliant and 
friendly people ever. Dr. Chris, Petar, Andrew, Kathlene and Almuthe it was an honor. 

Most of the fellows arrived on Sunday 24th, brief introductions of the faculty members was done over 
cocktail reception at the lobby. It was interesting to see other fellows from different countries and 
continents all excited to learn from each other throughout the week. More interesting was to meet 
one of the fellows who came from a country just a few hours from mine (Uganda). We were all tired 
some came a long way some were just a few hours away, and so the night ended early. 

On Monday the 25th, we started the morning with a pre-test seminar which was a bit tricky I felt as 
though I had a lot to learn. Introductory lecturers were done by Chris and Andrew and they taught us 
basic GI diseases and most importantly a lecture on how to make and present a case. This knowledge 
I found very useful since we all had to present our own interesting cases starting from Tuesday. 
Throughout the lectures I realized how much gap in knowledge I had with other fellows, how some 
countries were more advanced in terms of diagnostic tools, patient care and management. 

Tuesday the 26th, was even more exciting because later in the afternoon half of the fellows had to 
present their cases and I was among them. I was feeling rather anxious that day but it was amazing 
to listen to cases from different fellows. The diseases they presented and the level of advanced 
technology they had was extremely shocking. Some diseases I had never heard of, some I did but it 
usually has limitations when it came to investigating. It was a brilliant to learn what happens to other 
people in their hospital setting and how they work as a team to care for the patient. 

Wednesday was half day, we had morning lectures on GI and liver diseases and I enjoyed the lectures 
especially on liver diseases because of recent I was involved in a hepatology project. I gained very 
useful knowledge and the rest of the afternoon was spent in the city. Later In the evening, we had 
dinner with the founders and the faculty members. It was interesting to hear speeches regarding the 
foundation and how much it had achieved together with different support centers they got to make 
everything happen for us. 

Thursday the 28th we proceeded with the GI lectures with major emphasis from Dr. Chris on 
Eosinophilic esophagitis. Later in the afternoon sessions, the remaining fellows presented their cases. 
It was truly fascinating to hear the cases and the level of experience each fellow had when it came to 
discussions and questions. In the evening there was a beautiful chamber music concert. The level of 
talent the musicians showed in playing their instruments was breath taking. 

Friday was the last day of the seminar, it was a bit sad because we were starting to get used to each 
other and the lectures were getting more and more interesting to us. The morning sessions were all 
great lectures. In the afternoon we finished with a post-test seminar which made more sense with 



the ongoing sessions throughout the week. I loved that after the test we all went through the 
corrections of the test and more elaborations were made for doubts that arose. In the evening we 
gathered at the reception cocktail and headed off to the graduation dinner. Few of the fellows 
received certificates of recognitions and it was a true honor to be among those whose cases were 
selected for the OMI library publication. This was it and after dinner we took pictures with the faculty 
and other fellows and said our goodbyes. 

It was an honor to be among the fellows that attended this seminar. I have learnt a lot from everyone 
and I am truly excited to go home and share my experience with my junior and senior faculty 
members. Perhaps emphasize on trying to improve our diagnostic modality in our hospital. I believe 
this foundation is just the best because It links several different medical practitioners in different 
continents and levels together. It was indeed a great honor and thank you very much! 


